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Immunomodulatory drugs 

• Drugs that change the immune system so it works more 

effectively. 

• They include treatments that increase or decrease the 

immune response





Immunosuppressants



What are immunosupressants?

 Drugs used to dampen immune 

response in organ transplantation 

and autoimmune diseases.



Classification of immunosuppressants

 Glucocortecoids

 Cytostatics

 Drugs acting on immunophilins

 Antibodies 

 Others 



(Graft-versus-host disease)



GVHD





Cushingoid features

Posterior polar cataract











Gum hyperplasia









Immunostimulants

 Drugs which stimulate the immune 

system by increasing the activity of any 

of its components

 Used in immunocompromised

patients, cancer and infections



 Specific immunostimulants: stimulate an 

immune response to a specific antigen (a toxin 

or other foreign substance: bacteria or virus 

which induces an immune response in the body) 

such as vaccines.

 Nonspecific immunostimulants: act 

irrespective of antigenic specificity and are used in 

immunodeficiency and chronic infections.
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